Local Human Rights Committee Meeting
May 25, 2007
McKim Hall Room 1116
12:00pm – 3:00pm
Members:

Elizabeth Bruns - Chair
Jenny Oliver – Secretary

Hunter Croson – Vice Chair
Leslie Pearlstein

UVA Representatives:

Priscilla Shuler
Madeleine Chandler
Susan Hess

Lynne Fleming – Legal Counsel
Pamela Cipriano, Ex-Officio
Dr. Bankole Johnson

Regional Advocate:

Chuck Collins

Cynthia Power

Names in Bold represent those present

Topic
Meeting called to
order
Approval of
March 30, 2007
Minutes
Public Comment
Reports

Discussion/Conclusion

Action/Recommendations

Elizabeth Bruns called the meeting to order at 12:40pm.
Minutes were approved as submitted.

Regional Advocate’s Report: Chuck Collins reported that on
April 3, 2007 the DMHMRSAS held its Annual Awards Luncheon.
Liz attended this luncheon representing both Region X and UVA.
Liz received two Stellar Volunteer Awards. One of them was
presented to Janice Brock for all her work with the committee.
The State Board has approved the proposed Rules and Regulations.
They have been sent to the Governor’s office for approval. There is
still time to comment. The one area of concern expressed by acute
care facilities is the treatment approval by the LHRC when the
patient doesn’t want the LAR that has been appointed. Chuck
reported this is being considered and one way to address it may be
to complete a variance or exception to the regulation.
The Seminar for LHRC Members will be in September either in
Richmond or Charlottesville. The plan is to make it a two day
event to allow for a network gathering the night before the actual

Priscilla Shuler reported that UVA will
support any members of the committee
who wish to attend.
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Due Date

seminar. Some of the issues to be discussed will include: informed
consent, hearings under the LHRC Rules and Regulations, how to
run an effective meeting and special issues.
Chuck provided an update regarding the Commission on the
Reform of Mental Health Statutes.
Chuck reported that he attended the Open House for the Region X
Crisis Stabilization Facility. The facility will serve all the Region I
CSBs. It is a nine-bed capacity facility that will help people with
mental health emergencies. Jenny Oliver was very instrumental in
getting this established and gave a wonderful presentation.
Administrator’s Report: Priscilla Shuler reported that she and
Janice Brock will make their transition out of the LHRC effective
with the July Meeting.
Susan Hess gave the restraint report.

Old Business

Dr. Pearlstein reported that in the few times when he has had to
TDO a patient, no one from the facility called for a history on the
patient.

All patients on a TDO a pre-screened by
the CSB and that the patient must give
informed consent before a private
practitioner can be contacted. However,
the law is changing somewhat to ensure
that this interaction may occur.

Sue reported on the patient complaints.

Sue will gather more information and
present at the next meeting to respond to
questions.

Susan Hess

July 20, 2007

It was decided that the reports will be
distributed at the beginning of the
meeting with time to review them before
the report. All copies will be returned so
they can be properly destroyed.
It was suggested that we include what
will happen when the milieu guidelines
are broken by separating the guidelines
from the rules and consequences.

Janice Brock

Ongoing

Sue Hess
Lynne Fleming
Janice Brock

July 20, 2007

New Business

Welcome Packet: Sue reported that although the nurse reviews this
information with the patient on admission and they are given a copy
of it, because it is so much information Group Meetings will be
held two-three times a week to review this information as well with
patients.
None

Committee

Liz asked the question, how is UVA planning for the increased
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Members
Comments

Next Meeting

projection in Alzheimer’s patients in the next 10-15 years. Priscilla
reported that this is more of a Neurosciences focus area but that
discussions occur among psychiatry and neurosurgery.
Liz mentioned that they (the committee members) would like to
visit Rucker 3 to see what renovations were done.
Next meeting will be July 20, 2007.

We will have a meeting at Rucker 3 in
the fall.

Meeting was adjourned at 2:05pm.
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Janice Brock

September 21,
2007

